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that the paper was correct and was in possession of copies of the
correspondence that was passing at that time between Mahatma
Gandhi and Mr Jinnah.
The letter that passed between the leaders on Saturday and Sunday
(second week) made their relations to each other more strained.     Mr
Jinnah in his letters had   rejected   Gandhiji's   arbitration   proposal,
questioned with more than usual ill nature    Gandhiji's representative
capacity and embarked on a vehement attack on the 8th August resolu-
tion of the Congress.     In  Mr Jinnah's   opinion, this resolution, was
aimed not so much at wresting power from Britain, as confounding the
Muslim League.   When such untenable arguments began to be used by
Mr Jinnah, it must have been clear to Mahatma  Gandhi that the
Qaid-i-Azam had totally resiled from his "bury the past" stand, and
reverted to his usual methods.   Perhaps it was because he realized this
that he wrote his letter of the 24th in which he made a new offer which
granted the right of separation to the Muslims after the achievement
of freedom, provided there would be a common authority to direct
activities such as foreign affairs, defence, internal communications etc.,
% to the advantage of both. Mahatma Gandhi put the proposal in specific
terms.   In reply he got Mr Jinnah's letter of the 25th, which rejected
the proposal as it was opposed to the Lahore resolution.   September
25 was a Monday and there was no meeting on that day.   While observ-
ing' silence Gandhiji wrote to Mr Jinnah suggesting that he should be
given an opportunity to put his case before the League Council or the
open session of the League.   This of course was brushed aside by the
League President in his reply next day.
On Tuesday, September 26, when Pressmen as usual assembled
in Mr Jinnah's lawns, there was a feeling among them that it would
be the last day of the conversations, and that they would that day
hear the announcement of failure. But it did not happen. At the end of
the conversations that day Mr Jinnah announced that they would meet
again the next day. On September 26, the leaders exchanged the final
letters. The next day, the LoTcmanya and the Jawmabhoomi carried
in their morning editions translations of all the letters that had passed
between the leaders up to the previous evening. So the Pressmen who
assembled at Mr Jinnah's house on Wednesday knew that the only
purpose of the meeting that day was to decide as to how the corres-
pondence should be released to the Press. As expected, at the end of
that day's talk Mr Jinnah handed to the Press copies of the
Correspondence as well as a short statement by him.
With regard to the premature publication of the correspondence
in one section of the Press, there are any number of suppositions.
Mahatma Gandhi has expressed his belief that leakage couia not have